
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following flow chart is a simplified version of the planning process: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A Neighbor’s Guide to Development 

Community Development Department 

Site Plan and Design Review  
Zoning Ordinance Amendments – Conditional Use Permits – General Plan Amendments 
 

DEVELOPER OUTREACH 
• Developer has initial discussions with 

community groups, HOAs and neighbors in 
the vicinity of the project 

Developer makes direct contact, City is not involved 

COMMUNITY MEETING 
• Informal meeting 
• Developer overviews the project 
• Planning staff outlines the planning process 

City Notice is mailed out 
City Council/Planning Commission are not involved 

WELL DISCOVERY PERMIT 
• If abandoned oil wells are present, 

excavation occurs to locate the wells 
and a leak test is performed 

• Proximity of abandoned wells can be 
a critical factor in building placement 

City Notice is mailed out 

VIEW ANALYSIS 
• If views are applicable, the City’s 

view policy or ordinance is applied 
• Story poles are installed and 

developer conducts a view analysis 
upon request 

City Notice is mailed out 

PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC 
HEARING 

• Development plans are presented 
• Community participation is encouraged  
• Provides the applicant the opportunity to 

respond to comments 
• Commission either approves, recommends 

approval to City Council, recommends denial, 
or continues item to a second public hearing 
with the Commission 

City Notice is mailed out 

CONT. PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC 
HEARING (Optional) 

• Developer presents responses to comments or 
direction from Commission at 1st public hearing 

• The Planning Commission will approve/deny the 
project or make a recommendation to City Council 

City Notice is mailed out 
 

CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING 
• The City Council will approve or deny Zoning 

Ordinance Amendments, Conditional Use Permits, 
General Plan Amendments and Appeals 

City Notice is mailed out 


