A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY OF SIGNAL HILL
PLANNING COMMISSION
May 16, 2017
7:00 P.M.


CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Austin called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

The Commission Secretary conducted roll call.

Present:	Chair Devon Austin 
Vice Chair Shannon Murphy 
Commissioner Tom Benson
Commissioner Jane Fallon
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Commissioner Rose Richárd

Staff present: 

1. Community Development Director Scott Charney
1. Senior Planner Colleen Doan
1. Assistant Planner Ryan Agbayani
1. Assistant City Attorney Elena Gerli
1. Senior Engineering Technician Anthony Caraveo
1. Administrative Assistant Phyllis Thorne

In addition, there were 24 people in attendance.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chair Austin led the audience in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

PUBLIC BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR

Mike Blasedell, owner of Blue Cat Auto located at 2340 Orange Avenue, spoke regarding being negatively impacted by the Orange Avenue Overlay District. He requested a variance to allow him to tear-down and expand his non-conforming property.







PRESENTATION

a. Beautification Award

The Planning Commission presented a Beautification Award for the property at 2199 East Willow Street.  Neither the property owner nor a representative was able to attend the meeting to accept the award. 

PUBLIC WORKSHOPS

a. Single-Family Dwelling at 1900 Temple Avenue

Commissioner Richárd recused herself and took a seat as a member of the audience due to a potential conflict as she resides within 300 feet of the proposed project site. Senior Engineering Technician Anthony Caraveo also recused himself for the same reason.

Senior Planner Colleen Doan gave the staff report. 

The applicant, Phala Chhean, introduced himself to the Planning Commission. Furthermore, he clarified that the “fake” window displayed where the garage is located was created for aesthetic purposes to maintain symmetry.

Commissioner Benson asked for clarification on if the future proposed solar panels went into consideration when evaluating the maximum height of the residence. Furthermore, he asked a question regarding how the address was assigned to the property. Staff replied that addresses are assigned by the Building and Safety Department.

Commissioner Murphy gave some feedback on adding more variety to the design to create a break in the mass and size of the proposed structure.

Commissioner Fallon recommended the implementation of more architectural features and added that the landscape plan should incorporate more variety.

Commissioners Benson and Austin noted that the floor plans and general site plan appear to be good. However, there is some opportunity for change.

Several Commissioners asked the applicant to work with Staff to add design elements to the home that would improve the exterior aspect. The Commission instructed staff to work with the applicant to refine the plans before moving to a Public Hearing.

b. Revised Plans and New Specific Plan for Courtyard Residential Project

Commissioner Richárd recused herself and took a seat as a member of the audience due to a potential conflict as she resides within 300 feet of the proposed project site. Senior Engineering Technician Anthony Caraveo also recused himself for the same reason.

Senior Planner Colleen Doan gave the staff report.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The applicant (Brad Hilgren) and property owner (John Riordan from United Anglers) introduced themselves to the Planning Commission.  They expressed that in their view, they have satisfied concerns raised by neighbors, and that their project should move forward in the planning process.

Commissioner Benson noted to the applicant that the maintenance of the project site is sorely lacking, and needs to be addressed.  Both Brad and John acknowledged the trash on the property and John stated he would set funds aside to get the trash issue resolved. Commissioner Benson also spoke strongly in favor of the applicant meeting personally with concerned neighbors regarding view analysis results.

Alin Chitanu, a resident of the Temple View Condos, voiced concerns about loss of privacy and loss of views. He recommended lowering the elevation of the north units.

Commissioners Murphy and Fallon spoke in favor of the revised plans. They commended the applicant for reducing the number of units.  Commission Murphy asked the applicants to modify the view photos to reflect the roof pitch.

The Commission directed staff to move the project to a Public Hearing.

c. Consideration of a Zoning Ordinance Amendment to Allow Indoor Soccer Facilities in the LI, Light Industrial, Zoning District and a Conditional Use Permit to Allow Outbreak Soccer to Operate at 2953 Obispo Avenue

Commissioner Richárd rejoined the Commission, and Senior Engineering Technician Anthony Caraveo rejoined City staff.

Senior Planner Colleen Doan gave the staff report.

Tom Merrick, property manager for the Hurley Family, David Hurley, son of the property owner, and Mike Biddle, business owner of Outbreak Soccer, introduced themselves to the Planning Commission.  They explained that they have altered some business practices in response to neighbor complaints.  They have changed lighting, shortened the hours during which exterior doors are open, and changed the exit route from the building after games.

Commissioners inquired about the building, the targeted clientele, the types of sporting events, other outreach programs (e.g. Mommy and Me soccer), and how the company would respond to future complaints.  Commissioners acknowledged that there have been less complaints under Outbreak Soccer than under the previous operator.

Kevin Laney, a Signal Hill resident, spoke in favor of the facility, stating that it benefits the youth of the city.

The Commission instructed Staff to bring a Zoning Ordinance Amendment and Conditional Use Permit to a future Planning Commission meeting.

PUBLIC HEARING

a. One Year Extension of Conditional Use Permit 97-03 for Seven Consolidated Drill Sites Owned and Operated by Signal Hill Petroleum Inc.

Vice Chair Murphy recused herself and took a seat as a member of the audience due to a potential conflict as she resides within 300 feet of one of the project sites.

Senior Planner Colleen Doan gave the staff report.

Commissioner Benson asked for clarification about the connection of the CUP to future development.

It was moved by Commissioner Fallon and seconded by Commissioner Richárd to waive further reading and adopt the following resolution as recommended:

Assistant City Attorney Elena Gerli read the title of Resolution No. 800-05-17:

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF SIGNAL HILL, CALIFORNIA, RECOMMENDING CITY COUNCIL APPROVAL OF A ONE YEAR EXTENSION OF CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 97-03, COVERING SEVEN EXISTING CONSOLIDATED DRILLING SITES WITH OIL AND GAS STORAGE, PROCESSING, AND SHIPPING OPERATIONS, AND A GAS TURBINE FACILITY

The following vote resulted:

AYES:	CHAIR AUSTIN; COMMISSIONERS BENSON, FALLON AND RICHÁRD

NOES:	NONE

ABSENT:	NONE

ABSTAIN: VICE CHAIR MURPHY

Motion carried 4/0.






COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORTS

a. Modifications to Exterior Lighting at Long Beach Honda Auto Dealership Located at 1500 E. Spring Street Within the SP-4, Auto Center Specific Plan, Zoning District

Assistant Planner Ryan Agbayani gave the staff report.

Commissioners asked for details about the style of light fixture, the energy use, and the availability.

Fred Angiuli, General Manager of Long Beach Honda, introduced himself to the Commission.  He noted that sales have increased under the new management, and that the new light fixtures are part of upgrading the dealership.  The change in lights would follow instructions from Honda Corporation, as part of its branding initiative.  He also noted that the existing poles are not as sturdy as the poles that would be installed.

Staff recommended that the Auto Center lighting standards be upheld, but that the fixtures be modified to use Light Emitting Diodes (LED).

The Commission voted 5/0 to uphold the existing Auto Center lighting design standard but allow for LED conversion.

CONSENT CALENDAR

It was moved by Commissioner Benson and seconded by Vice Chair Murphy to receive and file Consent Calendar.

The motion carried 5/0.

COMMISSION NEW BUSINESS

Commissioner Richárd proposed changes to the procedures regarding future elections (e.g. noticing and alternative accommodations for both applicants and voters). 

Commissioner Benson expressed concern with potential traffic issues from the upcoming opening of Browning High School (City of Long Beach jurisdiction). Furthermore (in response to Long Beach MINI painting the exterior of their building), he proposed that the Planning Commission review all changes to auto dealerships within the Signal Hill Auto Center. Lastly, he made an announcement that Signal Hill Rotary will be doing a production titled “Unsung Heroes” on July 9.

ADJOURNMENT

It was moved by Commissioner Richárd and seconded by Vice Chair Murphy to adjourn to the next regular meeting of the Planning Commission to be held on Tuesday, June 20, 2017, at 7:00 p.m., in the Council Chamber of City Hall, 2175 Cherry Avenue, Signal Hill, CA, 90755.

The motion carried 5/0.

Chair Austin adjourned the meeting at 10:03 p.m. 



												
	
	Chair

Attest:


					
Scott Charney
Commission Secretary

May 16, 2017 Minutes of the Planning Commission Mtg.
Page 6 of 6
